7/9/71 


Bear Russ, 

Using an airmail envelope, scratching out (lightly) the "via air mail" doesn't 
work, The post office pays no attention to such things. This seoas to bo typical of what 
lead to what you report in your letter of the fourth. 

Robody can do anything about the personal things. But about the typewriter, let me 
know the brand and I'll see if my friend who does fine things with those he handles can 
go over it while you are here, if you'll stay more than a couple of hours. You seem to 
be talking about a Hemes', but there have been copies, I suppose. 11(5 handles Hemes. A liis 
is one I got from him* 

I've been too busy on too many things to Ifeep track of the 1#1, I do know ray source 
fell silent several months ago. I wrote him once. Ho response. 

Please send mo Lita’s address ingot case I ever get to Chicago again. 


People do change. Life changes them, their growth changes them, Bo do their Mistakes, 

But if it had become what you discribe, my unsolicited opinion is that itis best for both 
of you, I didn’t expect it. She absorbed a remarkable amount for a young woman. Knowing 
how, without ever intending it, I abuse Lil if only with my work, I am more sensitive to this 
than most men, I suppose. And I suppose that most of U3 men ju 3 t slip into doing what wo 
thing we must without really being aware of what it oan do to a woman, especially a woman 
who has to grow into thh beliefs her roan hold or may, perhaps, adopt them simply because 
they are his. 


Plato said tilings exist in opposites: day by comparison with night, love with hate, 
life with death and life with death, I am afraid that for some of us tilings exist in 
extremes. Do not go from one futility to another, I tried, gently, jro tell you the effort 
to help blades by helping the Panthers could not work. Don't bounce to the other extreme 
and say it all lias and had no meaning. You seem to forecast a copping out which is entirely 
out of character. Cool and it and think. 


However, what you 3ay you plan seems quite sensible. It is best to work at whatever 
work one does from a base. A job is a fine base. Don't lie like I have. Radio is as good 
a tiling as most, better, in fact. Getting the ticket broadens what you can do in it. That 
is an excellent base for writing, a novels are an excellent way of informing people, turning 
them on, if that is what you want. Ho work of non-fiction could have said what Seven •‘"'ays 
or Stmagelove did. And midst the pines and squirrels is a fine place to write, for there 
is no politics in pines, avarice in squirrels, so the environment is untainted for a writer. 


This letter is so unlike you I think you arc bouncing. We all do. When you stop, it 
will be somewhere near level. Dongt worry. Spilt milk is for cats only. 


Hopo you can make it next month. Let us know first for we are expecting someone from 
Texas, unless her husband ' 3 recovery is slowed and because I liave several legal entangle- 
ments of which I'll know the dates in advance. i4 0 pojnt in picking a had day. And why not 
drive here on a Priday night instead, not having to rush back the next day? Or that night? 

j 

Meanwhile, don* t be talking yourself into anything* The wrong bites don ! t mean all 
bites ar ‘ bad* Sometimes we get manna* Kan! 


Good luclc, and see us soon* 


